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Comptroller Extends Freeze on 
Reporting Alcohol Retailers to the 

Credit Control List Until February 1 
Distributors won’t need to notify agency when retailers 

have payments issues; allows businesses flexibility  

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (September 23, 2020) – As COVID-19 continues to impact 
small businesses, Comptroller Peter Franchot today announced that his agency will 
forego until February 1, 2021, a requirement that alcohol distributors to report any 
retailer upon their inability to pay for delivered products within prescribed 
timelines. 

The Field Enforcement Division (FED), which regulates the production and sale 
of alcoholic beverages in Maryland, works to ensure an even playing field for 
retailers by regulating the credit that distributors afford retailers when selling 
products. Ordinarily, distributors must place retailers who do not pay within a 
certain period of time on a list maintained by FED that requires the retailer to pay 
in cash until credit debts are paid. 

“One thing we are very mindful of during this incredibly difficult time is to not 
increase the financial burden on individuals or small businesses,” said Comptroller 
Peter Franchot. “In many cases, alcohol distributors and retailers have long-lasting, 
positive relationships and have built up a trust with each other that enables them to 
work out payment plans, if necessary. This action merely removes the reporting 
requirement temporarily so that distributors don’t have to place retailers on a 
naughty list for circumstances beyond their control.” 

This action also reflects the agency’s desire to level the playing field for retailers 
during the COVID pandemic, as cash flow varies greatly between businesses, 
depending on size, location and other factors. 
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The suspension of this reporting requirement has been in place since the State of 
Emergency began in March but was previously issued in two-month increments. 
This longer freeze provides more certainty for businesses during this difficult and 
uncertain time. 

While the suspension has been in place, the Field Enforcement Division has 
continued to engage with industry leaders to ensure that businesses are not 
improperly taking advantage of the situation. 

Individuals or businesses with any questions about the action should call the Field 
Enforcement Division at 410-260-7388.            

                                                                         

MEDIA CONTACTS:  Susan O'Brien -  sobrien@marylandtaxes.gov 
                                        443-875-8540 (mobile) 

                                        Alan Brody - abrody@marylandtaxes.gov  
                                        443-924-1473 (mobile) 

 

Stay connected with the Comptroller of Maryland: 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sobrien@marylandtaxes.gov
mailto:abrody@marylandtaxes.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc2MDI1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vQ29tcHRyb2xsZXJvZk1hcnlsYW5kP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.mm0skcZzgWcFqdO78qJoW1314rFHuiGZBwTpdPz6Zt0%2Fs%2F774328301%2Fbr%2F85835920569-l&data=02%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C79064095e0a040d5ae6908d85fd9f833%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637364737067235247&sdata=qIzETXmnYJPUeANigNG4kRIl94vwGTJ%2FiKqW6Wyo6g8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc2MDI1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL01EQ29tcHRyb2xsZXI_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.q-gdxyhyG8vNRYUrRLTf4-ZMvzAtQV-_isf7XSTiHo0%2Fs%2F774328301%2Fbr%2F85835920569-l&data=02%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C79064095e0a040d5ae6908d85fd9f833%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637364737067235247&sdata=QRCCgy4yT74LjbGF9L9E%2BA1ZWFBUKN1BNnmERRBlvRU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc2MDI1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vcHVibGljLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9hY2NvdW50cy9NRENPTVAvc3Vic2NyaWJlcnMvbmV3P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUifQ.gPJA20p-Yv5p5j7MRMxPgjW_gAhNNr4NENdedjQbKQY%2Fs%2F774328301%2Fbr%2F85835920569-l&data=02%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C79064095e0a040d5ae6908d85fd9f833%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637364737067245205&sdata=cI%2FfbyIpVuJiD%2BWavuWLfLhZJF55fVQNRk46IRfbftA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc2MDI1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGlja3IuY29tL3Bob3Rvcy8xMTgzOTAwMzZATjA4Lz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.e6TrResWbTL2zAnempj3jNCUward8N22ez-8JmzqS18%2Fs%2F774328301%2Fbr%2F85835920569-l&data=02%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C79064095e0a040d5ae6908d85fd9f833%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637364737067245205&sdata=LotyNi16U7N42SWrBQ5QgINPAOq8e1WJfhJ7VEh6wVk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc2MDI1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS91c2VyL0NvbXB0cm9sbGVyMT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.CVq_Nl7zqTWpsxLcXc72XyBiNGQu1ES3BU9UeZThefA%2Fs%2F774328301%2Fbr%2F85835920569-l&data=02%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C79064095e0a040d5ae6908d85fd9f833%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637364737067245205&sdata=e4QlF1ab88IiPcc1hvXCw2YaN%2B%2FB7HHDq5mW6I%2F2yyU%3D&reserved=0

